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Jesus once told a parable that many of us know very well—the Parable of the
Sower. What is worth noticing is that after Jesus finished telling the parable, He
did not immediately explain it. He simply told the story and then allowed the
people to leave. Most of them heard it and went away. Only a small group of
disciples stayed behind and came forward to ask Him questions. Their
willingness to stay and to ask was, in fact, the response Jesus was hoping for.

Very often, we assume that the Parable of the Sower is meant to remind young
people or new believers to listen carefully and grow in their faith. Yet when Jesus
told this parable, He was actually speaking to a group of adults who had most
likely been hearing God’s word for a long time. They probably went to the
synagogue every Sabbath and may have followed Jesus on many occasions,
listening to His teaching again and again. In other words, this parable was not
spoken only to those at the “beginning” of faith, but to all who considered
themselves experienced hearers of God’s word.

In the parable, Jesus uses four types of soil to describe how people respond to
God’s word. The point is not to divide people neatly into four categories. When
we consider the historical background, farmland in the Middle East was often
built on hillsides in the form of terraces. On the same hillside, under the same
sun and the same rain, the soil could be very different from place to place.
Therefore, the issue is not different environments or different seeds, but how the
soil responds to what has been sown.

Later, Jesus explained the parable privately to His disciples. He pointed out why
some people hear so much yet remain unchanged. It is not because God has
stopped speaking, but because hearts have gradually become dull—not unable to
hear, but unwilling to be moved or changed. Some are like soil along the path:
they hear the word, but are too busy, too full, and too distracted for it to take root.
Some are like rocky ground: they respond quickly with joy and enthusiasm, but
without depth, and fall away when difficulties come. Others are like soil among
thorns: real life is present, yet worries of life, pressure about the future, and
various pursuits slowly choke the word. Jesus is not condemning; He is
reminding us that hearing is not the same as responding, and being moved is not
the same as being shaped.



As for the good soil, Jesus’ description is surprisingly simple. It bears fruit—it
takes root, grows, and produces a harvest. Yet good soil is not something we are
born with. It is soil that has been turned over, cleared, and worked on. This
reminds us that even serving in church does not automatically mean our lives are
being shaped by God. We may appear busy and committed, yet still resist God’s
deeper work in our hearts. A person who continually refuses to be shaped by God
cannot truly be used by Him.

This parable speaks to all of us. No matter how long we have believed, how
much we serve, or how familiar we are with Scripture, we must keep returning to
this question: Am I still willing to let God’s word enter my life—and stay there?

The greatest tragedy in life is not failure or falling down, but reaching a point
where there is no longer any space in us to respond to God’s word. Yet thanks be
to God: as long as we are still willing to ask, “Lord, how should I respond to
You?”, we are still on the path of becoming good soil.

The same sower, the same seed, in your life—what kind of soil are you?
May the Lord Jesus also say to you today:

“But blessed are your eyes because they see, and your ears because they hear.”
(Matthew 13:16)
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In the blink of an eye, I have been in Colchester for over a year. During this time,
there have been many things to learn and many challenges to face. There have

been numerous unpredictable variables, but even more unchanging has been
God’s grace.

Facing my first full-time job after graduation, adapting to the identity shift of
becoming a newcomer to the workforce, and settling down and building a new
social circle in a new place were all not easy for me. In particular, the working
environment was less than ideal. Many times, I felt like I was simply “struggling
to survive,” which made me question whether this position was suitable for me,
and I even regretted why I chose to accept this job.

Through a friend’s introduction, I came to church. I am grateful that there was a
church where I could continue to know God. However, as there was no
fellowship group or many people of a similar age, I spent a long period of time
“fighting alone” in my spiritual life. I began to feel weary and found it difficult
to stay motivated to draw close to God. The early days in Colchester were truly
hard to describe as “happy.”

Although this period was not easy, when I look back, I can see that God’s grace
was present everywhere, leading me through i1t all. When I first moved to
Colchester, I was already able to get to know brothers and sisters in the church
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through friends. They often cared for me, helped me settle into life here as soon
as possible, and invited me to join their activities, allowing me to feel loved and
cared for. Through them, I saw God’s love, and I came to know that even though
my living environment had changed, God was still with me, protecting me in
different ways. I was also able to continue supporting one another with my
family and other friends, allowing me to see that God’s love has always
surrounded me.

Work was indeed very exhausting, but over time I began to see my own growth
and gained more confidence in myself. Although there were painful moments,
being able to end each day safely and having enough strength to get through it
was already something to be deeply thankful for. I began to believe that in
difficulties, there are things God wants me to understand and learn. In the
routines of everyday life, God allowed me to see that His grace is sufficient for
me. Amid difficulties and various impacts, I also learned to rely more on God,
because God alone is the eternal and unchanging source of support.

When I began to feel powerless in my personal devotions and my relationship
with God started to grow distant, I was encouraged by brothers and sisters to
participate in Bible study together. After the Bible study sessions, we would
discuss and share our lives, perspectives on faith, and struggles. I thank God that
He drew us closer through Him, enabling us to support and grow with one
another in both faith and life, and to continue praying for one another—this is a
community I could hardly have imagined having when I first arrived in
Colchester. We also participated in a Bible reading plan together, encouraging
one another. I am truly grateful for the opportunity to develop the habit of daily
Bible reading, allowing me to encounter God even in the midst of a busy daily
life, because people really do forget God very easily. This extended into forming
a daily habit of prayer, reminding myself to converse with God, to give thanks,
to entrust my worries to Him, and to ask God to help me trust Him.

God also allowed the young professionals’ fellowship to be established. In the
beginning, there were indeed many difficulties and setbacks, but through them I
saw that if God is willing, He will surely accomplish it in His own way. In the
fellowship, I had opportunities to serve, which were different from my previous
experiences. Although challenging, the gains were even greater, drawing me
closer to God. I also came to know other brothers and sisters better, supporting
one another in God’s love.

What I find most remarkable is that before graduating, I participated in many

avenues through which I came to know God, including weekly university
9



fellowship, church fellowship, and worship services. Yet my relationship with
God was not as close as it is now in Colchester—where I have relatively fewer
opportunities to engage with God. When I later reflected on this, I realized that
perhaps God used the various experiences of this year to gradually shape and
renew me, allowing me to see that He is actually involved in my everyday life
and provides me with the strength I need each day. He enabled me to see His
love, power, mystery, and beautiful plans more clearly. I believe this is the
reason why, though I was once extremely weary, [ was ultimately able to stand
firm again.

Life has never been a smooth or comfortable journey, and this article is not some
kind of inspirational story. Life always brings different “surprises,” and the
world is full of uncertainties. There are many times when my faith is shaken, and
I am filled with negative emotions and doubts. Yet God always reminds me that
His love and presence are eternal and unchanging, and that they are real. He
grants me a peace that surpasses understanding, one that no person or thing can
compare with. As human beings, we are truly weak, but it is precisely in this
weakness that God’s power is made perfect. Perhaps along the journey of life,
what matters most is not the final outcome, but the encounters and experiences
with God along the way. Here I encourage myself and my brothers and sisters,
asking God to help us, in season and out of season, to never forget to trust in
Him and to submit to Him. May I respond to God’s love, allow Him to be the
Lord of my life, and spread this love to others.
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Please invite tamll\ and friends to join and register in the church oroups
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The Lord will protect you as you come and go,

both now and forever!
(35 B Psalm 121:8)
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Christian response to God’s love and also an expression of faith in God. Please transfer your offering to the
following account of the church through bank transfer so as to continue supporting the works of the church
financially. In addition, if you are tax-payers, we suggest you fill out a Gift Aid application form. For details,
please check with our Treasurer or the pastors.
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Sort Code: 40-52-40
Account number: 00019224

Account name: The Colchester Chinese Christian Church
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Attendance & Offering of Sunday Services in January

’ Combined Service iS5 & WA ®)
4/1 7 13 11 81 375.23
11/1 65 14 9 88 261.47
18/1 72 13 8 93 314.71
25/1 59 16 4 79 201.50
Avg. 11 63 14 8 85 |Tot. & 3 1,152.91

+ Offering via Bank Transfer §EiEZ2E (£) 2,509.00 = 3.461.91
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Pastors

= H 8% BN Rev. Stanley Wong (stanleyyatkwong@gmail.com)

= A4 EN Rev. Helen Wong (helenhungtwong@gmail.com)

fsr4& BE=h Contact No.

07858-029381

B Ay Ak

Mailing Address

Colchester Chinese Christian Church
C/O Salvation Army Citadel, Butt Road, Colchester CO2 7BG

Ag1il- Website: https://colchesterccc.wixsite.com/chinesechurch 25 % Email: colchesterccc@gmail.com
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