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As we step into a new year, it is natural for us to look back on the past and reflect
on the road ahead. In 2025, the church adopted the theme “Equipping Christian
for works of service to build up the Church,” encouraging brothers and sisters
to be equipped in the truth and to serve together in ministry. As we look back on
the year, we are thankful to see many brothers and sisters faithfully serving and
committing themselves to learning. These are truly reasons for gratitude.
However, building the church has never been merely about numerical growth.
What God values is not simply how many people attend worship services, but
whether each person who comes before Him truly has Him in their heart. If God
is not in our hearts, then no matter how large the congregation may be, it is
difficult to please Him.

Therefore, in 2026, the church has set a new theme: “Molded and Used by God,”
with 2 Timothy 2:21 as the theme verse: “Therefore, if anyone cleanses himself from
what is dishonourable, he will be a vessel for honourable use, set apart as holy, useful to the
master of the house, ready for every good work.” This verse reminds us of an order that



must not be reversed—being molded by God comes before being used by God.
Without the former, the latter easily remains nothing more than a slogan.

The Bible uses the image of “vessels” to describe people. In the same household,
there are vessels of gold and silver, as well as of wood and clay—some for
honorable use and some for dishonorable use. The key difference is not the
material, but the purpose: whether the vessel is fit for the master’s use and
whether it brings honor to him. Many people mistakenly believe that they are
“born this way” and can only play insignificant roles, using this as an excuse for
their weaknesses and stagnation. Yet Paul clearly states, “If anyone cleanses himself
from what is dishonorable, he will be a vessel for honorable use.” This shows that
dishonor is not a matter of destiny, but of personal choice. “Dishonorable things”
refer not only to uses that do not please the master, but also to actions that are
shameful, unclean, and offensive to God. When a person knowingly persists in
what displeases God, he is in fact refusing to be molded. The popular “lying flat”
mentality in recent years reflects precisely this unwillingness to change or grow.

Yet Scripture does not lead us to despair, but to hope. The prophet Jeremiah
describes God as a potter: “And the vessel he was making of clay was spoiled in the
potter's hand, and he reworked it into another vessel, as it seemed good to the potter to do.”
The key point is not whether the vessel was once “spoiled,” but whether it remains
in the potter’s hand. As long as a person is willing to remain in God’s hand and
has not turned away from Him, God is able to reshape their life. This process of
molding may involve breaking down, reshaping, and waiting, but its ultimate
goal is to become a “vessel for honorable use”—holy, useful to the Master, and
prepared for every good work that God considers good.

In conclusion, being “used by God” does not necessarily mean standing at the
front or accomplishing something dramatic or highly visible. Many who serve
faithfully behind the scenes, giving of themselves quietly and consistently, are
just as precious, holy, and fit for God’s use in His eyes. As we enter a new year,
may we not focus only on asking, “What can I do for God?” but first be willing
to ask ourselves, “Am I willing to be molded by God?”” As long as we are willing
to remain in His hands, God Himself will work, transforming what seems broken
into something wonderful.
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(HEILEEER 4:12)

“Where do you live?”
“Colchester.”
“Where 1s that? I’ve never heard of it.”

This was a conversation I had half a year ago with an old friend—someone who
had studied at a boarding school in England many years ago, then went on to
university and completed a master’s degree. It shows that even though
Colchester has now been upgraded to city status, it is still not well known. Even
today, when I chat with Hong Kong friends who have already moved to the UK,
most of them have never heard of this place.

My family is very thankful that we came to Colchester. It started because friends
who had already arrived here shared photos in a group chat, including pictures of
Colchester’s winter sunshine. For someone like me who has lived in the UK
before, this was astonishing—because sunshine in the UK is extremely precious,
let alone winter sunlight. Since we also had friends here who could help provide
temporary accommodation, we decided to come.

Originally, we planned to arrive in March, welcoming spring and moving into

summer, so that my wife could see the UK at its most beautiful... the plan was

very clear. But reality turned out differently. For completely unexpected reasons,

we only arrived at the end of October. The early darkness (which even I needed

time to readjust to on my first visit to the UK), my wife’s difficulty adapting, and
7



the prospect of facing that year’s —7°C severe winter meant we had a hard period
to endure...

God’s protection is truly wonderful! I arrived on a Thursday evening, and in less
than a week we had bought our current bungalow. Apart from God’s leading, our
family has nothing else to say. Before coming, we had looked at houses on
RightMove—some had already been sold, some were far less impressive in
person than online, and some only revealed their shortcomings when viewed on
site. It was a complete wipeout! But this bungalow came to find us; it was not
advertised online.

My original plan was to live here for a few months, then travel to different cities,
see where my wife liked best, and buy a house there. Who would have known
that on the very first day (Monday) of house-hunting, we encountered this one?

My wife later told me that before coming to the UK, she had made a vow to God
and set out specific requirements for a house—something I did not know
beforehand. She said this bungalow met all her requirements! This was God
answering her prayer. On the second day, when we viewed the house again, the
estate agent urged us to make an offer quickly, saying that if it did not sell within
a week, it would be rented out. I made an offer that very evening. On the third
day, the house had already been rented out. Fortunately, the agent contacted the
owner, informed them of my interest as a buyer, and explained that I met all the
owner’s requirements, reversing the rental decision.

After living here for some time, we learned that being able to reach a verbal
agreement by the third day and complete the purchase within less than three
months is considered very fortunate. Yet we firmly believe this was the Lord’s
guidance and provision. From the first day of buying the house until today, there
have been many small stories of God’s grace—too many to recount here.

Turning a house into a home; turning a garden that was once just grass into one
we both deeply love—this has been a long, joyful, yet also arduous and
complicated process, like the transformation from a chrysalis into a butterfly.
What mattered most was getting the right house from the beginning. For “naive”
people like us, with no understanding of the local property market, it was
remarkable that our first purchase turned out so well! People often say, “Fools
have foolish luck”—perhaps. But our family deeply feels, firmly believes, and
clearly knows that God leads us: not only when we first believed, not only ten or
eight years ago, but also in the moments closest to us in everyday life.



Another very important thing we are thankful for is that there is a Chinese church
here. But that is another story.

Finally, after coming here, our material quality of life has changed—more
directly, it has declined. To put it bluntly, sometimes even with money, you
cannot buy what you want; food ingredients are one example. On the other hand,
our income has also decreased. Yet in compensation, there is the 360-degree
open sky, fresh air, and a much larger house. In the second half of life, we still
face adaptation, change, and challenges.

A verse that has accompanied our family:

“I know what it is to be in need, and | know what it is to have plenty. | have learned the secret
of being content in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in
plenty or in want.”

(Philippians 4:12)
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FEER 0 R B PrH T H 9Pl 4 o Brothers and

sisters are welcomed to contribute personal testimonies, stories,
or articles to this monthly bulletin. Please send the manuscripts
to Rev. Helen Wong. Comments and suggestions regarding the
contents of this bulletin are also welcomed. Please
communicate directly to Rev. Stanley Wong.
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The church will hold a Church Family Sharing Meeting after the Service on Jan 4. Brothers and sisters, especially church

members, please stay to attend.

English Youth Meeting % ¥ # > # % ¢ — Every Sunday at 2:00pm

Date Meeting Host | Date | Meeting Host | Date Meeting Host
11/1 Stanley 18/1 Major Luis 25/1 David Lam
3@ 32+ A 5 Mandarin Online Bible Studies  # = % 1 10 p
H & AHZLEXL HEA HHFLL

6/1 HIEAE S 15:1-17 20/1 A 16:16-33
13/1 | &98tE = 15:18-16:15 | 27/1 RS 17:1-26

%‘ i o E_ éﬁf‘_ Cantonese Online Bible Studies % # = 5t + 8 p&*

H A BEEX H A BEEX
7/1 | e ErE S K 1:1-6 | 21/1 oA gaEE 1:18-2:13
14/1 BRI EEEE 1:7-17 28/1 Bem A TR 3:1-10

H i R‘\g Other Meetings

O % € 4% € Prayer Meeting — 3£ % ## — 5.} Monday 8:30 PM (3 _* Zoom)
OF®F — L% %2 %z B4 Y- 2nd&4th Monday 5  11:00AM-T = 2:00PM

¥—- %2 %= B &> 1Ist &3rd Saturday T = 1:00-3:00PM
® P
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Those who cleanse themselves from the latter will be instruments for special purposes,
made holy, useful to the Master and prepared to do any good work.

(3% B K 1% & 2 Timothy 2:21)
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Christian response to God’s love and also an expression of faith in God. Please transfer your offering to the
following account of the church through bank transfer so as to continue supporting the works of the church
financially. In addition, if you are tax-payers, we suggest you fill out a Gift Aid application form. For details,
please check with our Treasurer or the pastors.
Sort Code: 40-52-40
Account number: 00019224

Account name: The Colchester Chinese Christian Church
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Attendance & Offering of Sunday Services in December

Date Chl[lll:'e;;%;l;me Y(iflll %/ngef:lg Sunday School Attzzttiinlnce Ot%%;ng
H Combined Service &5 ar PRHCEHE AR *)
7/12 62 11 8 81 334.80
14/12 53 15 i 75 228.31
21/12 61 18 9 88 -
28/12 55 11 10 76 285.32
Avg. -1 58 14 9 80 Tot. & i 848.43

+ Offering via Bank Transfer #EEZE (£) 1,897.63 = 2,746.06

YA B4 F ] How to contact us
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Pastors

= H 98BN Rev. Stanley Wong (stanleyyatkwong@gmail.com)

fi?;]: X Ef Rev. Helen Wong (helenhungtwong@gmail.com)

52% 85 =L Contact No.

07858-029381

B Ay Ak

Mailing Address

Colchester Chinese Christian Church
C/O Salvation Army Citadel, Butt Road, Colchester CO2 7BG

4g11l- Website: https://colchesterccc.wixsite.com/chinesechurch Z& %[ Email: colchesterccc@gmail.com
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