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In our March bulletin, we explored how Christians must continually grow and be
equipped in order to become ‘disciples’. This growth involves more than simply
having faith—it requires the addition of goodness, knowledge, self-control,
perseverance, godliness, mutual affection, and ultimately, love (2 Peter 1:5-8).
Such spiritual formation is not about appearing more ‘spiritual’, but about
responding to God’s calling to serve “so that the body of Christ may be built up.”

Ephesians 4:12 says, “to equip his people for works of service, so that the body of
Christ may be built up.” This verse connects spiritual growth with practical service.
When we grow in the Lord, we naturally become willing to serve, and through
that service, the Church is built up and God is glorified.

1 Peter 4:10 instructs us: “Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve
others, as faithful stewards of God's grace in its various forms.” This verse highlights
several important truths about Christian service:
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First, “each of you” shows that every believer is called to serve—no one is
excluded. Second, “whatever gift you have received” reminds us that God gives each
person unique talents and abilities. Third, “to serve others” points out that our
service is directed toward the people around us—our brothers and sisters in
Christ. Finally, being a “faithful steward” reveals the attitude we are to have in
service: one of responsibility and loyalty in using what God has entrusted to us.

Many assume that only preaching, leading Bible studies, or teaching Sunday
School count as real ministry. But that is not the case. Scripture says God’s grace
comes “in its various forms” (1 Peter 4:10, NIV). This means that service can take
many shapes: caring for others, visiting the lonely, preparing meals, cleaning the
premises, encouraging the sick, welcoming newcomers, assisting with
administration, and more. All these are pleasing to God. You may not be
confident speaking, but you can listen with empathy. You may prefer not to stand
on stage, but you can quietly support others in prayer and service behind the
scenes.

1 Peter 4:11 continues, “If anyone serves, they should do so with the strength God
provides.” Sometimes we may feel tired, discouraged, or even emotionally
depleted in our service. That is a signal for us to pause and ask: Am I serving in
my own strength rather than relying on God?

True service does not come from sheer willpower, nor is it simply about
completing tasks. Rather, it is about drawing strength from the Lord, seeking His
will, and relying on the Holy Spirit. Only then will our service be sustainable,
fruitful, and truly glorifying to God.

Peter goes on to say, “so that in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ.” This
is the ultimate goal of our service—not to gain recognition, not to showcase our
abilities, but to let others see the beauty and work of Christ through our lives.

This is what Ephesians means by “so that the body of Christ may be built up.” The
Church 1s not just a community center; it is a spiritual family composed of those
who love, serve, and build one another up in Christ.

Let us respond to God’s call: to serve “so that the body of Christ may be built up.”
May we glorify His name in our everyday service, and may our church grow into
a community that reflects God's heart—full of love, vitality, and unity. Are you
willing to be part of that?
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It’s been over three years since I came to the UK. By now, I’ve mostly adapted to
life here. I'm thankful for the many friends I’ve met, thankful for the knowledge
I’ve gained and how I’ve grown, thankful for the changes in myself, and thankful
that I have become a Christian.

In the past, my life had no God, no Bible, no church. I had no favorable
impression of Christianity, no belief, no... no... absolutely no chance of
becoming a Christian.

But one day in 2024, I suddenly felt a message telling me I needed to believe in
the Lord. So I said to my husband, “I want to believe in Jesus.”

He asked, “Why?”

I replied, “Because believing in the Lord is actually very simple—no pressure.
Just believe. No need to worry. And I feel peace and joy in my heart.”

“The blessing of the Lord brings wealth, without painful toil for it.” (Proverbs 10:22)

I have an autoimmune condition that requires injections every three months.
Back in Hong Kong, it was easy—just a phone call to book a private clinic (of
course it was self-funded, and the fees were not cheap).

Three months after arriving in the UK, my body reminded me again—it was time
for the injection. My face and body broke out in red patches and peeling skin. I
went to the GP thinking it would be as simple as in Hong Kong: book an
appointment and get the injection. To my surprise, the medical system here is
very different.

The GP had to refer me to a specialist, and I was told I’d have to wait an
estimated 48 weeks just to see the doctor for assessment.

At the time, I felt lost and anxious. What should I do? Would I need to fly back
to Hong Kong every three months just to get the treatment? Thankfully, while
attending English classes at a local church, I met Pastor Dave and many friends.
They saw my condition and came to comfort and care for me, offering to pray for
me. Pastor Dave even personally called the relevant department to help speed up
the process. At that time, I wasn’t a believer yet, but I was already grateful that
they prayed for me.



One month later, I received notification from the hospital: I would get to see the
specialist in six weeks — This was the first blessing from God — a wait time
shortened from 48 weeks to just 6 weeks!

When I saw the doctor, she understood my condition and concerns. She helped
me apply for government funding because the injections were extremely
expensive. I didn’t hold out much hope, as the chances of approval were low.

But thank the Lord for providing such a good doctor for me. Although the
application was delayed with no reply at first, she kept working hard for me.
Eventually, I received government support for my treatment — This was the
second blessing from God! Thank the Lord, thank the doctor, thank everyone!

“God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble.” (Psalm 46:1)

Even though I wasn’t a Christian before, not even a believer, the Lord still
protected me. He didn’t give up on me because of my unbelief. Instead, He loved

me even more and watched over me. Thank You, Lord! 4

“Commit your way to the Lord; trust in Him, and He will act.” (Psalm 37:5)
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sisters are welcomed to contribute personal testimonies, stories,
or articles to this monthly bulletin. Please send the manuscripts
to Rev. Helen Wong. Comments and suggestions regarding the
contents of this bulletin are also welcomed. Please
communicate directly to Rev. Stanley Wong.
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English Youth Meeting & ~ # > # & € — Every Sunday at 2:00pm

Date

Meeting Leader

Topic

10/8

Ka Ho

To be decided

17/8

Stanley

To be decided

24/8

Major Luis

To be decided

31/8

Shu Chiu

To be decided
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F 2nd & 4th Sunday * = 4:00-5:30PM
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Be very careful, then, how you live—not as unwise but as wise,
making the most of every opportunity, because the days are evil.
(3X % Pit & Ephesians 5:15-16)
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Christian response to God’s love and also an expression of faith in God. Please transfer your offering to the
following account of the church through bank transfer so as to continue supporting the works of the church
financially. In addition, if you are tax-payers, we suggest you fill out a Gift Aid application form. For details,
please check with our Treasurer or the pastors.
Sort Code: 40-52-40
Account number: 00019224

Account name: The Colchester Chinese Christian Church
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Attendance & Offering of Sunday Services in July

Chinese Service Youth Meeting | Total Offering

P HSOGERE | WOl Synday Sehosl sttendance Z=IER

. Combined Service BEASHR S - 2N B (£)

6/7 . 66 . 12 . 10 _ 88 _ 264.50|
13/7 60 10 . 5 . 75 _ 205.65|
20/7 67 . 13 . T _ 87 _ 270.00

| 277 | 60 10 | S | 7S | 198.24
| Avg. SFEY 63 | 11 T 81 | Tot. & 3£ 938.39

+ Offering via Bank Transfer ESiEzEE: (o) 2.095.50 = 3.0335.89

o] BE4&F A How to contact us

L [E] T = H 58447 Ef Rev. Stanley Wong (stanleyyatkwong@gmail.com)
Pastors = A5 4EN Rev. Helen Wong (helenhungtwong@gmail.com)

Hf4% Ea=E Contact No.  |07858-029381

25 k- Colchester Chinese Christian Church

Mailing Address C/O Salvation Army Citadel, Butt Road, Colchester CO2 7BG

Ag1il- Website: https://colchesterccc.wixsite.com/chinesechurch 25 %) Email: colchesterccc@gmail.com
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