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The Mid-Autumn Festival 1s a season filled with longing. The poet once wrote,
“Being a stranger alone in a foreign land, at every festival one thinks more about

family.” Those of us living in the UK can surely relate to this experience—that
during every festival, our hearts especially miss our relatives, friends, and loved
ones far away.

Yet the moonlight of Mid-Autumn reminds us that, beyond remembering our
loved ones on earth, we ought also to remember the God in heaven. For no
matter how deeply we long for one another, the one who truly protects us is not

the moon, but the Creator who hung the moon in the sky. Psalm 121 says: “The
Lord watches over you... The Lord will keep you from all harm—he will watch over
your life; the Llord will watch over your coming and going both now and

forevermore.” This gives us the first reason why we should think of God: He can
watch over those we love, no matter the distance.

The second reason is that in life there is always parting. Parting in life is already
painful, but parting through death is even harder to bear. Yet Jesus said to Martha

in John 11:25-26: <l am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me

will live, even though they die; and whoever lives by believing in me will never die.”
What a precious promise! Death is not the end; those who trust in Jesus will have
eternal life, and we will one day be reunited in our heavenly home.

Therefore, during the festival, as we gaze at the bright moon and remember those
we love far away, we need not remain only in regret. Through Christ, we can
have the hope of eternity. He is the resurrection and the life, who can turn our
fleeting longing into an eternal expectation.

Dear friends, this Mid-Autumn Festival, let us not only remember our loved ones
far away, but also remember God. If you have not yet believed in Him, He is
waiting for you to return, to be your heavenly Father and to give you an eternal
home. And if you already believe, let this festival remind you: the true center of
life is not reunion or separation, but the God who loves us. May you in this
season receive the peace and joy that come from Him.
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I first came into contact with the Christian faith during my early secondary
school years. At that time, every morning our school had an assembly with hymn
singing and prayer. Gradually, it became a habit for me to believe that the
Heavenly Father was always with me. Whenever I faced matters great or small, I
was used to praying and giving thanks to Him.

In 2022, T decided to immigrate to the UK and live together with my son. Many
things did not turn out as expected. I faced difficulties, discouragement,
disappointment, and helplessness. Whenever I felt most helpless, I would
remember that there 1s a great God who was always with me, allowing me to rely
on Him, entrust everything to Him, and find peace so that I could think clearly
and face the challenges.

As it says in Psalm 37:5:
“Commit your way to the Lord; trust in Him, and He will act.”

In the first year after arriving in the UK, both my son and I struggled to adjust to
the cold winter. I had a persistent cough and cold, but I did not see a doctor. I
only drank lemon water, honey water, and cough drops. The cough lasted until
the end of winter, almost into late April, before I gradually recovered. At that



time, in my helplessness, I could only pray to the Heavenly Father, and He
helped my son and me get through the cold winter together.

In the second year, my son was injured while doing sports, and his wound
became infected. He had to undergo an urgent operation to prevent the infection
from spreading into his bloodstream. During that time, I could only keep praying,
and I truly felt that “God was walking with me,” so I was not afraid and not
alone. However, less than three months later, my son had another accident while
skateboarding, which caused a dislocated joint and torn ligament in his leg. He
had to undergo surgery again, this time to have plates and screws inserted. This
happened in May 2024, just as he was preparing for his university graduation
exams. [ was truly anxious and worried.

At that time, the medical resources in our community were limited. Since his
condition was not considered immediately life-threatening, my son had to wait
one month before he could have surgery in another community. That month was
very difficult for both of us. He was unable to walk and could only lie in bed,
while also having to cope with his graduation exams and thesis. But surprisingly,
he was not upset or irritable. Instead, he became even more diligent in preparing
for his exams and thesis presentation. At that moment, I deeply felt that God was
truly with us. “God was walking with me.” God truly listens to prayer, and He
truly loves us.

Therefore, I hope to become a true child of the Heavenly Father, and that is why
I have decided to be baptized.

2 £ 39 Lee Kwan Ho
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Honestly, I never thought I would become a Christian, but it just happened so
naturally.

Let me start with a bit of background. No one in my family is a Christian, except
my grandmother, who told a pastor before she passed away that she believed in
Jesus. Growing up, my only knowledge of Christianity was that Jesus died on the
cross for us. I don’t even remember where I first came across this, but it’s
something I clearly remembered.

When I was in secondary school, I attended a rather unique school. It wasn’t an
ordinary school, nor was it a Christian school. It was actually a school that
combined Confucianism, Buddhism, and Taoism. So every year at the beginning
of term, there would be a ritual of worshipping Wong Tai Sin.

Then, four years ago, after finishing my DSE exams, I knew my grades weren’t
that great, so I started considering studying in the UK. Around late May to early
June, 1 began researching schools. Quite naturally and smoothly, I figured out
how to apply to universities in the UK through UCAS. Later, I also managed to
find an agent to help me follow up on the documents that the university required.
In the end, everything went smoothly, and I came to study at the University of
Essex.

What impressed me most was that on my very first day at the university, while I
was walking around campus to get familiar with the environment, the first Hong
Kong person I met was Pastor Stanley. He was handing out leaflets about the
university Christian fellowship and invited me to come and join. Later, during
that first week, I also met my first Hong Kong friend in the UK—Lik Yin—who
invited me to fellowship so I could experience what it was like.



Because of my background, I had never been exposed to Christianity, so I was
curious to find out what fellowship was about and what God was like. My first
impression of fellowship was quite good. There was a meal together, where we
could share about our lives. Afterwards, there was a time of worship, a talk about
current issues and how they related to Christianity, and also a Bible study. After
that first time, I felt it was very interesting. I could chat with friends, share life
together, and also learn more about God and Christianity. So I kept going back to
fellowship, and now, counting this year, it has already been four years.

As for why I believe in Jesus, it’s basically the same as what I said at the
beginning: Jesus died for our sins and forgave us. I feel both heartbroken and
grateful, because He was sinless, yet He died for our sins. I also believe that after
His death, Jesus rose again, as the Bible records. Because I believe in these truths,
I want to be baptized—to become a child of God, to be part of the body of Christ,
to serve together with brothers and sisters in the church, and to share the gospel
with those around me, such as my parents and my younger brother.

Looking back now, I ask myself: why was I able to come to the UK so smoothly?
Why was the first Hong Kong person I met in the UK Pastor Stanley? Why was
the first friend I made at university Lik Yin? I realize now that all of this was
God’s plan. As Pastor Stanley mentioned in his sermon two weeks ago, my
baptism today is part of the wonderful plan that God had already prepared for me.

# & 7% Chi Tim Brian Leung
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In the past, I was a rather self-centered person, believing that no matter how
difficult a problem was, there would always be a way to solve it. I lived by my

own conscience, avoided breaking the law, and did good deeds from time to time.
I thought that even if God truly existed, good people who did good deeds should
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be accepted by Him. I believed that all traditional religions were about teaching
people to do good.

At the end of 2023, my family experienced a great upheaval. While my son was
on a one-year exchange program in Japan, he was diagnosed with an extremely
rare cancer that posed an immediate threat to his life. At that time, my wife and I
were in the UK, and it felt as though the sky had fallen on us. We rushed to
Japan to understand the situation, and very soon chemotherapy began there. With
no one and nothing else we could rely on, our family started praying every day.
At that time, we were not Christians, yet we felt that only God could truly help
us.

Over the course of 18 months of treatment in Japan and Hong Kong—including
different rounds of chemotherapy, major surgeries, and radiotherapy—my son’s
condition fluctuated between better and worse, but we never gave up. Under
God’s care, he never once complained about his pain. Even in the end, he did not
return to the Lord’s arms in unbearable suffering.

I had always prayed for the Lord’s miracle to heal my son, but my prayers
seemed completely unanswered. Yet even the deep grief and disappointment did
not cause me to abandon God. Looking back over those 18 months of treatment
and the days after my son’s passing, we could see God’s grace revealed in many
ways. During that time, many brothers and sisters in Christ came alongside us
with support and help. We began attending church and joining fellowship groups.
My son himself formally turned to the Lord and received baptism in the hospital.
When he began to have difficulty speaking and felt uneasy, I encouraged him to
pray to God by reciting the Lord’s Prayer. To my amazement, he was able to
complete it fluently, and his heart became calm.

During his final days in hospital, classmates from different countries at his
university, as well as close friends from secondary school, all managed to come
to Hong Kong in time to accompany him on the last journey of his life. This was
God’s thoughtful arrangement and tender love—surrounding my son with love,
so that he was not taken away in loneliness. At his funeral service in church, a
warm ray of sunlight shone upon his face, as if the Lord Himself was present,
confirming that my beloved son had been accepted back into His embrace.

The pain of this entire experience is beyond words. Yet by the Lord’s keeping,
guidance, and His manifold grace, I came to understand that I must turn back and
submit to Him. I realized that as a sinner, I only need to confess Jesus Christ as
my Savior and accept His redemption, and my sins will be forgiven, granting me

11



entrance into the kingdom of eternal life. I now look forward to that day in the
new heaven and new earth when I will be reunited with my family for eternity.

K K X Wing Ngo Molly Lam
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From kindergarten through secondary school, I studied in Catholic schools.
Every morning, the nuns would lead us in reciting the Lord’s Prayer, and at the

end everyone would say together: “ln the name of the Father, and of the Son, and

of the Holy Spirit. Amen. ” At that time, most of the time I was simply going along
with others, without truly believing in the Lord or trusting that the Heavenly
Father would listen to our prayers.

Before coming to faith, I believed that everything depended on my own ability
and effort. Achieving goals was, to me, a matter of personal accomplishment. In
my interactions with others, I was often proud, eager to compete, and unwilling
to yield. I never imagined that one day I would so deeply long for the Lord, to
pray for His grace and give thanks for His love. In Christ, He forgives our sins
and transgressions, and gives us the incomparable hope of eternal life.

The turning point in my life came at an extremely difficult time. When I received

a call from the doctor telling me that my son, who was on exchange in Japan, had

become seriously ill, and that his condition was very severe, my husband and I

had to immediately travel to Japan to be with him during treatment. It was a
13



heavy, painful, and helpless time. Yet within my heart there was a voice telling
me to trust the Lord, to pray to Him, because only He could accomplish all
things. I firmly believed in the Lord’s love and grace, and that faith gave me
strength in the midst of hardship. Whenever I felt helpless or afraid, praying to
the Lord brought me comfort and hope. I was convinced that the Lord was
always with me, my husband, and my son.

During the 18 months of my son’s treatment, his condition fluctuated, but our
whole family remained united in believing the Lord, trusting that His grace and
mercy would grant us peace. Although my son had to undergo various rounds of
chemotherapy and major surgeries, he never complained and cooperated with the
treatment positively. I prayed for him, asking the Lord to grant him divine
healing and ease the suffering caused by illness. I thank the Lord for working in
him, so that he did not endure excessive pain.

I once wondered why the Lord did not answer my prayers and heal my son. Yet
the Lord gave him an even greater grace. He has now received freedom, no
longer bound by sickness, but truly set free in the Lord. The Heavenly Father has
taken him home, to be with the Lord, to enjoy eternal life in heaven. Is this not

the very hope of us Christians? As Philippians 1:20-23 says: “Christ will be
exalted in my body, whether by life or by death. For to me, to live is Christ and to
die is gain... | desire to depart and be with Christ, which is better by far. "

After becoming a Christian, I often remind myself to stay watchful, asking the
Lord to search me and guide me. As Psalm 139 says: “Search me, 0 Lord, and
know my heart; test me and know my anxious thoughts. See if there is any offensive

way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting. ” 1 often pray with these words,
asking the Lord to guard and strengthen my heart, and to lead me forward.
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sisters are welcomed to contribute personal testimonies, stories,
or articles to this monthly bulletin. Please send the manuscripts
to Rev. Helen Wong. Comments and suggestions regarding the
contents of this bulletin are also welcomed. Please
communicate directly to Rev. Stanley Wong.
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RN FE RS B tPS Venue — 5/10 Brondson ~ Wicky; 12/10 Mario ~ Deric; 19/10 3Z£% - Andy Cheng;
26/10 Eddie ~ Andy Wong
F HZ2 Sunday School — 5/10 PIC (Eva) - Helpers (Melissa ~ #47%); 12/10 PIC (%)) ~ Helpers (Queenie Ip ~ SZ&);

19/10 PIC (Amy Kwan) - Helpers (Candy -

Yan Lee); 26/10 PIC (%i%/]) ~ Helpers (Mona ~ HAZE)

English Youth Meeting 3 < 3 ‘> & & £ — Every Sunday at 2:00pm

Date Meeting Leader Topic
12/10 David Lam To be decided
19/10 Major Luis To be decided
26/10 Pastor John To be decided
-‘g' MLt £ Mandarin Online Bible Studies % # = % + 10 &%
H BELXL Hi BELXL
1/10 AJmtEs 8:31-59 23/9 JEtE S 10:1-21
16/9 IFtEE 9 30/9 KJEIE S 10:22-41
)§ L8 = £ Cantonese Online Bible Studies & # = 5.+ 8 &
H#A BELEL HEA BELEXL
8/10 Uy 4w 22/10 PrIEEE]E 2 &
15/10 PefEEE]E Ham b 1 5 29/10 PefEEE] & 3 &
H ,%’f\ g Other Meetings
m <q g 2 g Prayer Meeting — i£ & Jf - 8t} Monday 8:30 PM (4} Zoom)
O F8% — g 1 % z & & #f — 2nd & 4th Monday % } 11:00AM-— = 2:00PM
O % R # ljﬁ] —_ - 2 % =B &> 1st & 3rd Saturday ¥ = 1:00-3:00PM
O 44 32 — 22/10 (_& EP =) % } 11:00AM - = = 3:00PM
O F%E —A%=BEHS 51 0:00-11:30AM
O %\ FTEE —4E%-2%2 BLP 2nd&4th Sunday T = 4:00-5:30PM
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Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding,
in all your ways submit to him, and he will make your paths straight.

(Ei Z Proverbs 3:5-6)

‘§ [FF% Offering

ERMESEBEY EFNENEE 2 EFELONRE - HHEREBERTEIE
ERETINFEO > £&8 FBETREENITE - B0 BUOKEFSHRE » &
FIERTERE — B (Gift AiHEFR  5EEF R BEGCE R o Offering is a

Christian response to God’s love and also an expression of faith in God. Please transfer your offering to the
following account of the church through bank transfer so as to continue supporting the works of the church
financially. In addition, if you are tax-payers, we suggest you fill out a Gift Aid application form. For details,
please check with our Treasurer or the pastors.
Sort Code: 40-52-40
Account number: 00019224

Account name: The Colchester Chinese Christian Church

OB AZ=ZFHEAEIRTERE

Attendance & Offering of Sunday Services in September

Date Chl;e;%eglce Y(%:;gg;égg Sunday School At t::::l{;lnce Ot%e%ng

H Combined Service 55567 REXHP PN £

7/9 65 11 S 81 352.73

14/9 65 11 9 85 371.80

21/9 64 13 6 83 285.50

28/9 64 12 7 83 284.85
Avg. -1 65 12 7 83 Tot. & 4t 1,294 .88

+ Offering via Bank Transfer [E{EZ=ER (£) 2,53 7.40 = 3,832.28

W Bk 4% ER T How to contact us

ZH[E T = H 5844 Ef Rev. Stanley Wong (stanleyyatkwong@gmail.com)
Pastors =0 A 4CEN Rev. Helen Wong (helenhungtwong@gmail.com)
ff4% B EE Contact No.  [07858-029381

BElESs Colchester Chinese Christian Church

Mailing Address C/O Salvation Army Citadel, Butt Road, Colchester CO2 7BG

4g1il- Website: https://colchesterccc.wixsite.com/chinesechurch Z& % Email: colchesterccc@gmail.com
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