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Recently, a severe fire broke out in a housing estate in Tai Po, Hong
Kong, causing multiple casualties within a very short time, and some
people are still missing. This tragedy has shaken not only Hong Kong
but has deeply moved people around the world. Confronted with such a
fragile world, we cannot help but ask: Where can we truly find peace?
The reality is that even the most advanced and prosperous cities cannot
offer absolute security for our lives. Circumstances can change in an
instant, and our lives can be shaken without any warning. For this
reason, we need all the more to understand what the Lord Jesus said:
“Peace | leave with you; my peace | give you. | do not give to you as the world
gives,” (John 14:27a)

The Bible gives us an unforgettable scene: the disciples were caught in
a fierce storm on the Sea of Galilee, terrified and fearing for their lives;
yet Jesus was in the boat, sleeping peacefully. It was not that He was
unaware of the danger, but that He knew the Father was in control and
that the storm could not overpower Him. His peace did not depend on
the condition of the environment, but on His complete trust in the Father.
This same peace is what He desires to give us.
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In fact, the disciples were afraid because they forgot that Jesus was in
the boat with them; only when they cried out to Him did the storm
become calm. And are we not often the same today? Many times, what
makes us afraid 1s not that the storm is too great, but that we forget the
One who walks with us is greater than the storm.

In Philippians 4, Paul reminds the believers: “Do not be anxious about
anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your
requests to God.” When we are willing to hand our worries over to Him,
the peace of God—which surpasses all understanding—will come upon
us and guard our hearts and minds, so that we will not lose faith in times
of trouble.

However, Paul also points out that the direction of our thoughts and our
way of life will affect whether we can continue to live in this peace. If
we are willing to think and live according to the teachings of Christ,
then the God of peace will surely be with us, enabling us to experience
true peace.

Today, as we face a world full of uncertainty, let us reflect once again:
What am I relying on? Is my mind constantly occupied by worries, or
am [ willing to cast my burdens upon the Lord? True peace does not
depend on the stability of the world but on God Himself. Whatever our
circumstances may be, if God is with us, we can receive the peace that
the world cannot give and cannot take away.

Finally, in this Advent season as we prepare to remember the birth of
our Saviour and await His second coming, may the peace of our Lord
Jesus continually guard the hearts and minds of each one of us. Amen.
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2025 Faith Reflections — Cindy Ou

As 2025 draws to a close, I look back on this year with a heart full of gratitude.
Throughout these months, I have deeply experienced God’s power, His presence,
and His work in my life as well as in the lives of those around me. In ordinary
moments and in unexpected circumstances, | have seen His mercy, His guidance,
and His mighty hand. This year has truly been filled with His goodness.

God’s Grace and Guidance

By God’s grace, I have moved back to Colchester and have settled once again
into life here. Every step of the journey— even when my faith felt small or my
heart was uncertain—was upheld by His gracious hand. He patiently teaches me



to fear Him rightly, to trust Him fully, to obey Him faithfully, and to rest
securely in the confidence of His righteousness.

In Him, I lack nothing. Apart from Him, there is no one I rely on; no one
understands what is best for me more than He does. His boundless love humbles
me and fills my heart with indescribable gratitude.

Serving in Church and Receiving God’s Blessings

I am truly thankful to be part of the Colchester Chinese Christian Church—this
spiritual family—and to participate in God’s work here. Seeing fellowship
groups grow, lives transformed, and hearts encouraged has been an immense
blessing.

Recently, I began serving in the youth fellowship. At first, I hesitated, unsure of
the needs of young people and uncertain whether [-—someone who did not grow
up in a Christian family—could truly connect with them. But in prayer, the Holy
Spirit reminded me of Jonah’s story: a man who tried to flee from God’s calling,
yet was humbled and restored. This deeply encouraged me to reflect, to repent,
and to take the first step forward.

Later, during a Christian spiritual retreat abroad, I was exposed to discipleship-
training resources that brought new direction and clarity. In that moment, I felt
God’s presence so tangibly—He assured me that even if I take only a small step
of faith, He will accomplish the rest. As He works, He continues to shape, renew,
and teach me.

My prayer is to remain humble and allow God to work through me according to
His will. I long to see more souls come to know Him, and for young believers to
be strengthened in their faith. May everything we do be only for His glory.

A Broken World and Our Hope in Christ

When I look at this world—wars, homelessness, widows and orphans, and
tragedies such as the recent fire in Hong Kong—I am reminded of how broken
our world truly i1s. Many people carry burdens we cannot imagine. Seeing this
brokenness causes me to cherish even more deeply the hope we have in Christ.

For those who know Christ, there is comfort and hope. But for those who do not
know Him, where can true peace be found? Even the wealthiest and most
successful often feel empty and anxious. Reflecting on my own journey, I know
that life’s trials are never easy. Yet even in the darkest moments, the hope I have
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in Jesus has remained unshaken. He knows our thoughts, our past, our present,
and our future. He is close to the brokenhearted and upholds the weary. When
difficulties come, repentance, surrender, obedience, and wholehearted trust in
Him bring a peace that the world cannot give—a surprising peace that steadies
the soul and restores hope.

Christmas: A Reminder of God’s Deep Love

Christmas once again reminds me of the immeasurable depth of God’s love. I
thank the Lord for sending Jesus Christ, our Savior, into this world. Through His
sacrifice and mercy, someone like me—often weak and unworthy—has been
welcomed into His family. This grace is far beyond anything I could ever earn or
deserve. My prayer is that more people will come to know Jesus personally and
experience the joy of His salvation. He alone is worthy of all glory, honor, and
power, forever and ever.

The Lord’s Prayer (KJV)

Our Father which art in heaven,

Hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come.

Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.

And lead us not into temptation,

But deliver us from evil:

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen,

— Matthew 6:9—13
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sisters are welcomed to contribute personal testimonies, stories,
or articles to this monthly bulletin. Please send the manuscripts
to Rev. Helen Wong. Comments and suggestions regarding the
contents of this bulletin are also welcomed. Please
communicate directly to Rev. Stanley Wong.
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éﬁgﬁ ’ %ﬁ%ﬁgﬂ?}%?’%ﬁﬁ The joint Christmas service with The Salvation Army on Sunday, 21 December will begin at

10:15 a.m. A fellowship lunch will follow the service. Please reserve your time and join us.
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Christmas eve Hymmn, Music, & Tfsﬁmmg Sy Nignt

B 38 Date: 24/12/2025 (2 = Wed)
B B Time : B2 £ 6:00 - 9:00 pm
3.5 venue : Salvation Army Citadel

M % Contents : E&fi‘ Dinner | &K ‘5‘%&%

Hymn, Music, and Testimony Sharing
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CheImeord Chinese GosPel Chur‘:h (CMCGC) CHINESE OVERSEAS CHRISTIAN MISSION
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Church Establishment Thanksgiving Service

= 13/12/2025 ( 575 Sat )
©® £.£10:00- 11:45 am
(RHEBEFE, meal after the service)
® Grove Road Evangelical Church
Grove Road, Chelmsford CM2 OEY

RIS
BARESE

mik SR, —FAERERL!

All are welcome to join us for this special occasion!
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Peace I leave with you, my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives.
Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.

(#8348 4§ John 14:27)
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Christian response to God’s love and also an expression of faith in God. Please transfer your offering to the
following account of the church through bank transfer so as to continue supporting the works of the church
financially. In addition, if you are tax-payers, we suggest you fill out a Gift Aid application form. For details,
please check with our Treasurer or the pastors.

Sort Code: 40-52-40
Account number: 00019224
Account name: The Colchester Chinese Christian Church
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Attendance & Offering of Sunday Services in November

Date C"'.f;;g;% e Y‘%,‘;Eé%gg Sunday School | t::l’:f:nce Ofg%ii“g
HH] Combined Service iS5 & SRECE LS HENB ®)
2/11 75 13 8 96 367.03
9/11 64 15 10 89 236.95
16/11 60 9 10 78 176.40
23/11 61 13 5 79 340.12
30/11 52 10 S 67 254.20
Avg. SEHg 62 12 8 82 Tot. & 3 1,374.70

+ Offering via Bank Transfer E{[RZ=Rk (£) 3,042.40 = 4,417.10

Y[ BE4E RS How to contact us

20458 T T H 58452 El Rev. Stanley Wong (stanleyyatkwong@gmail.com)

Pastors =0 A4 EM Rev. Helen Wong (helenhungtwong@gmail.com)
s4%EREE Contact No.  [07858-029381

A Colchester Chinese Christian Church

Mailing Address C/O Salvation Army Citadel, Butt Road, Colchester CO2 7BG

Ag1il- Website: https://colchesterccc.wixsite.com/chinesechurch 25 %[ Email: colchesterccc@gmail.com
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