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Baptism is one of the two sacraments of the Christian Church. It is not only a
sign of union between the baptized and the Lord Jesus Christ, but also a public
testimony, declaring: “I belong to Jesus Christ, and I am willing to follow Him
forever!” At the same time, baptism also serves as a reminder to all who have

already been baptized: Are we still walking on this journey of faith, firmly
pressing on toward heaven without turning back?
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The Lord Jesus said: “You did not choose me, but | chose you.” (John 15:16) Paul

also reminds us: “For He chose us in Him before the creation of the world.”
(Ephesians 1:4) Thus, while we may think that we chose faith, in reality, God had
already chosen us long before. Through different experiences He draws us to
Himself: some believe through the influence of friends or family, some encounter
God in times of hardship, and some discover the truth of the gospel in their
search for meaning. Just like the story of the prodigal son—he thought he
decided to return home, but found his father had been waiting for him at the door
all along. So it is with us today: it was not we who first chose God, but God who
first chose us and waited for us.

Furthermore, Paul reminds believers in Romans that baptism means being united
with Christ in His death and burial, and also being raised with Him to new life
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(Romans 6:3—4). Going down into the water symbolizes the end of the old life;
coming up out of the water symbolizes the beginning of the new life. It is a
public declaration: the old has gone, and from now on we press on toward
heaven, not looking back. As Jesus said: “No one who puts a hand to the plow and looks
back is fit for service in the kingdom of God.” (Luke 9:62) If a person keeps looking back,
he cannot focus on the road ahead. Likewise, if Christians cling to their old ways
of life, they cannot fully focus on walking the heavenly path. Therefore, baptism
is not a “graduation ceremony,” but “the starting pistol of a marathon.” The real
challenge lies ahead, and only those who persevere to the end will receive the
prize.

Moreover, when the Philippian jailer believed in the Lord, he and his whole
household were baptized that very night (Acts 16:31-33). This shows us that the
blessing of faith is not only for the individual, but also extends to families and

those around them. Just as God once promised Abraham: “You will be a blessing

to others.” (Genesis 12:2) Today, this promise is also fulfilled in us. In fact, many
testimonies show this truth: families have learned forgiveness because of Christ,
lives have been filled with joy and peace because of Christ, and relationships
have been renewed in love because of Christ. These changes are not the result of
human effort, but of the work of the Lord Jesus among us. We are blessed
through baptism, and others are also blessed through our testimony.

Therefore, baptism is not the end, but the beginning. It is a public declaration:
God has already chosen us and made us His children; we have resolved to press
on toward heaven without turning back; we are called to be a blessing to others
and to bear witness for Christ. The road ahead may be full of challenges, but with
God’s presence, as we press on toward heaven without turning back, the end will
surely be glory and joy. This is the blessing we receive and the mission we bear
in baptism.
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PRAYER
“If you believe, you will receive whatever you ask for in prayer.” (Matthew 21:22)

In the blink of an eye, it’s been nearly four years since I came to the UK!
Because of Your companionship and care, not only has my life been fulfilling,
but I’ve also gotten to know many brothers and sisters in Christ. We love one
another, support one another, and encourage one another. Lord, thank You for
hearing my prayers.

“Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be
opened to you.” (Matthew 7:7)

As we stepped into 2025, the long-time caregiver (Filipino maid) for my father
did not renew her contract. I suddenly felt helpless and lost! But thank God—
through remote phone communication, we were able to find a suitable care home
for my father. Thank You, Lord!

“Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition,
with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which
transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ
Jesus.” (Philippians 4:6-7)

This year, my father passed away at the age of 96. Though there is sorrow in
parting, both my parents had accepted Christ and were baptized together in 2014,
receiving the gift of salvation. Now, they rest peacefully in the Lord’s embrace,
sharing in His comfort and joy. They raised six children in love. By God’s grace,
they welcomed ten grandchildren and five great-grandchildren, making up a
large family of thirty-one members. Praise the Lord!

“Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may
be healed. The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and effective.” (James 5:16)

Day and night, I pray for my dear sister Julie from our former fellowship group. |
ask the Lord to pour out mercy, to greatly strengthen her, and not let her fall into
the enemy’s shame. May she continue to live in the power of Christ’s
resurrection. Thank God—after five years of battling lung cancer, she is still full
of energy, passion, and strength, tirelessly proclaiming the gospel. I pray that the
Father continues to use her mightily in His service. Amen!



“The Lord has heard my cry for mercy; the Lord accepts my prayer.” (Psalm 6:9)

Lord, please let my family come to know You. Soften their hearts, open them to
receive You, and help them to see how good You are. Our timetable is in Your
hands, and what You accomplish is always far better than what we could imagine.
Thank You and praise You, Lord!

Finally, I use the song “Trust and Pray” as the closing of my prayer:

“Not my will to do it, nor my will to go there

May Your grace decide the next steps | take

To walk in the path of faith is all that | pray

May Your merciful love help me spread my wings and fly
Not my will but only Your will to be done

| shall live a victorious life for You are with me

Entrust everything to You

| know that You have prayed for me

Jesus, You are my God

| trust in You my whole life and may You keep me always”

Daughter of the Heavenly Father
Sarah Fung Suet Ying
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sisters are welcomed to contribute personal testimonies, stories,
or articles to this monthly bulletin. Please send the manuscripts
to Rev. Helen Wong. Comments and suggestions regarding the
contents of this bulletin are also welcomed. Please
communicate directly to Rev. Stanley Wong.
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TR K RS Venue — 7/9 487540, 14/9 Andy Cheng ~ SZf£; 21/9 Eddy - Andy Wong; 28/9 155 ~ Sing
F H%Z Sunday School — 7/9 PIC (Amy Kwan) - Helpers (Mona + Queenie); 14/9 PIC (#i#) - Helpers (Melissa * Yan Lee);
21/9 PIC (Iris) ~ Helpers (Candy - ££1%); 28/9 PIC (Cindy Ou) ~ Helpers (322, ~ HHZ)

English Youth Meeting % ¥ # > # % § — Every Sunday at 2:00pm

Date Meeting Leader Topic
21/9 Shu Chiu To be decided
28/9 Major Luis To be decided
‘a il 3Z 4+ A X Mandarin Online Bible Studies % # = % + 10 g
HEH BHEKL HHH BHEKL
9/9 LIENTE 8:31-59 23/9 LI tE R 10:1-21
16/9 KtRE 95 30/9 LJEtE e 10:22-41
%‘ & ot E_ éﬁf‘_ Cantonese Online Bible Studies % # = 5. + 8 &
HEA EEEL HEA BELKL
3/9 TiE—XK 17/9 KZEE2LE
10/9 YEE 1= 24/9 KZEEIE
H 4 & € Other Meetings
O & g ?f%--’é. g Prayer Meeting — i% & #/ - 8L} Monday 8:30 PM (% Zoom)
O EHF —4%-2 %z BEH- 2nd&4th Monday & + 11:00AM-7 = 2:00PM
O BR©CEBR —#£%- 2 %=BE%> 15t &3rd Saturday ~ = 1:00-3:00PM
O W4 — 109 (E#H =) %} 11:00AM - T = 3:00PM
O % %l —3E5=BEH> 5+ 9:00-11:30AM
O E'js*«% B —8$¥-2%2 %z B3P 2nd& 4th Sunday ™ = 4:00-5:30PM
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’L i i 77 Golden Verse of September
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Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. Love the Lord your God
with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength.

(P 4 22 Deuteronomy 6:4-5)

% }}%‘ Offering

ERVE BN R ENNE > 2B LR EOIRE - HiGEREBIRTER
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Christian response to God’s love and also an expression of faith in God. Please transfer your offering to the
following account of the church through bank transfer so as to continue supporting the works of the church
financially. In addition, if you are tax-payers, we suggest you fill out a Gift Aid application form. For details,
please check with our Treasurer or the pastors.
Sort Code: 40-52-40
Account number: 00019224

Account name: The Colchester Chinese Christian Church
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Attendance & Offering of Sunday Services in August

Chinese Service Youth Meeting Total Offering
Date SEvg=—% =5 P/ 4E%s@r | Sunday School P —— ZEgit
F 541 . . RETFHE
Combined Service I &S2& N €3}
3/8 65 9 S 79 292.90
10/8 63 10 4 77 218.68
17/8 87 7 6 70 288.62
24/8 37 10 5 72 212.20
31/8 64 14 7 85 355.70
Avg. -1 61 10 =] i Tot. & 3 1,368.10

+ Offering via Bank Transfer R Z=Ek (£) 1,530.00 = 2,898.10

o] BE4&F A How to contact us

L [E] T = H 5844 Ef Rev. Stanley Wong (stanleyyatkwong@gmail.com)
Pastors = A4 EN Rev. Helen Wong (helenhungtwong@gmail.com)
%% EEEE Contact No.  [07858-029381

25 k- Colchester Chinese Christian Church

Mailing Address C/O Salvation Army Citadel, Butt Road, Colchester CO2 7BG

Ag1il- Website: https://colchesterccc.wixsite.com/chinesechurch 25 % Email: colchesterccc@gmail.com
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